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CHECK OUT THE  
LATEST DEALS INSIDE

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – Party het 
per motor gekom, ander het sommer ingevlieg! Met byna 30 
vliegtuie, hope familiepret, lekker kos en musiek onder die bome 
het die Apiesdoring Karnaval op Saterdag 8 Augustus 2026 
behoorlik gewys hoe Thabazimbi feesvier.

Die karnaval, wat in 2008 begin het, het vanjaar weer talle 
inwoners en besoekers na die Nederduitsch Hervormde Kerk 
Vliegpoort gelok vir ’n dag propvol Bosveldpret. Daar was iets vir 
oud en jonk. Besoekers kon onder meer kleiskiet en kettieskiet 
aanpak, deur die spookhuis waag, tussen die stalletjies rondkuier 
en heerlike kos geniet, terwyl die jongspan hulself behoorlik kon 
uitleef met verskeie kinderaktiwiteite en treinritte. ’n Besonderse 
toevoeging vanjaar was gratis WiFi wat deur IZWI beskikbaar 
gestel is, sodat feesgangers selfs tussen al die pret maklik 
aanlyn kon bly.

En natuurlik sou ’n karnaval by die Vliegpoort nie dieselfde wees 
sonder vliegtuie nie! Na raming het byna 30 vliegtuie deur die 
loop van die dag by die vliegveld aangekom – ’n besonderse 
gesig wat heelwat belangstelling onder feesgangers gewek het.
Musiek het verder tot die feestelike atmosfeer bygedra, met 
kunstenaars soos Bernice en Riaan Benadé wat die verhoog 
betree het terwyl besoekers heerlik onder die koelte van die 
bome ontspan en saamgekuier het.
Vir baie plaaslike inwoners is die Apiesdoring Karnaval lankal 
meer as net nog ’n fees – dit het ’n familietradisie geword. 
Die groot verskeidenheid aktiwiteite en die bekostigbaarheid 
daarvan maak dit ’n dag waar die hele gesin saam kan kom, 
kuier en iets kan vind om te geniet.
Agtien jaar later klop die hart van Apiesdoring steeds sterk – met 
Bosveldgasvryheid, gemeenskapsgees en sommer net lekker 
saamkuier!



Backpack Bust: 
ammo and copper 
cables seized in 
Thabazimbi
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– A routine police operation led to the arrest 
of a 31-year-old man after officers allegedly 
discovered live ammunition and rolled copper 
cables inside his backpack.
According to Limpopo police spokesperson 
colonel Malesela Ledwaba, members from Thabazimbi, together with Task Team members 
from Hoopdal, Northam and Dwaalboom, were conducting operational duties in the Thabazimbi 
policing precinct at approximately 21:10 on Friday, 7 August 2026. Officers stopped and searched 
a man carrying a black backpack and discovered 50 rounds of live ammunition and 20 rolled 
copper cables in his possession. The man was immediately arrested and a case relating to the 
illegal possession of ammunition and possession of copper cables was registered.
Limpopo provincial commissioner lieutenant general Jan Scheepers welcomed the arrest and 
commended the officers for their vigilance during routine operational duties. The suspect appeared 
before the Thabazimbi Magistrates’ Court on Tuesday, 11 August 2026. Police investigations 
are continuing.

Violence erupts in Northam: 16 Arrested
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam – Sixteen 
people have been arrested following violence, looting and 
damage to property allegedly linked to an anti-foreigner 
march in Northam on Friday, 31 July 2026.
According to Limpopo police spokesperson colonel 
Malesela Ledwaba, the violence erupted while SAPS 
members were conducting a community awareness 
campaign at RDP Block 7. A group allegedly attacked 

people attending the campaign, leaving three community 
members assaulted and two vehicles damaged – one 
belonging to the Northam station commander and another 
to a foreign national shop owner.
The group allegedly moved on to a foreign-owned spaza 
shop, where groceries and other goods, including a 
refrigerator, were looted. The shop owner’s vehicle was 
also set alight. Police have further linked the group to 

incidents of theft, common assault and common robbery 
reported the previous day.
A multidisciplinary law-enforcement operation led to the 
arrest of 16 suspects, aged between 21 and 45, on charges 
of public violence. 
Limpopo provincial commissioner lieutenant general 
Jan Scheepers strongly condemned the violence. Police 
investigations are continuing and further arrests may follow.

Placing an 
obituary 

Announcing the death of a family member 
is a time-honoured tradition as life should 

be celebrated and never forgotten. 
To help you to celebrate the life of your 
loved one and share details about the 
upcoming funeral, place an obituary in 
our newspaper, free of charge. You can 
include the date of death, details about 
their life and surviving family members. 
You can also write a special message, 
a poem or a prayer. Please  include a 

photo and the date, time and place of the 
memorial service. 

If you would like to place an obituary in 
Platinum Weekly / Platinum Bushvelder, 
send the information via WhatsApp to 

072 482 6871 or email 
news@platinumweekly.co.za/ 

news@platinumbushvelder.co.za.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF SOUTH AFRICA, NORTH WEST DIVISION, MAHIKENG, CASE NO: 2026-185320
In the matter between: SIYANDA BAKGATLA PLATINUM MINE, Plaintiff/ Applicant / Appellant, and, ONALENNA MATSHITSE, ERIC 
MONEGI, RAMONO RAKOMA, Various individuals, THE MINISTER OF POLICE, Prof Firoz Cachalia, PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER 
OF POL, STATION COMMANDER MOGWASE POL, PUBLIC ORDER POLICING UNIT RU Defendant / Respondent.
BEFORE THE HONOURABLE, 01 August 2026, In the matter between: SIYANDA BAKGATLA PLATINUM MINE (PTY) LTD, Applicant, 
and ONALENNA MATSHITSE, First Respondent, ERIC MONEGI, Second Respondent, RAMONO RAKOMA, Third Respondent, ALL 
INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS OF PERSONS WHO, EITHER INDEPENDENTLY OF OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE FIRST RESPONDENT 
OR ANY OTHER PERSON, ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH THE UNLAWFUL CONDUCT DESCRIBED IN THE FOUNDING AFFIDAVIT, 
INCLUDING THE BLOCKADING OF THE ROADS TO AND THE OBSTRUCTION OF THE APPLICANT’S MINING OPERATIONS, Fourth 
Respondent, THE MINISTER OF POLICE, Fifth Respondent, THE PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER OF POLICE, NORTH WEST, Sixth 
Respondent, THE STATION COMMANDER, MOGWASE POLICE STATION, Seventh Respondent, THE PUBLIC ORDER POLICING 
UNIT, RUSTENBURG, Eighth Respondent.

DRAFT ORDER
Having heard counsel for the Applicant and having read the papers  filed of record, it is ordered that:
1. The forms, service and time periods prescribed by the Uniform Rules of Court are dispensed with and the matter is heard as one of urgency 

in terms of Rule 6(12).
2. A rule nisi is hereby issued calling upon the Respondents to show cause on 29 October 2026 at 10h00, or so soon thereafter as the matter 

may be heard, why the following order should not be made final: 2.1. The First to Fourth Respondents are interdicted and restrained from: 
2.1.1. blockading, obstructing or barricading (including by placing, igniting or maintaining any burning or other object on the roadway), or 
in any other way preventing or interfering with access to or egress from the Applicant’s mine along, the local road D96, the road D533, the 
regional road R510, also known as the Blackwell Highway, the roads converging at the Sefikile junction (four-way stop) and the roads and 
entrances depicted on the map annexed hereto as Schedule 1; 2.1 .2. preventing, interfering with or disturbing any vehicle, employee, 
contractor or supplier from using those roads to enter or leave the mine; 2.1 .3. entering upon or remaining upon the Applicant’s mining 
premises without lawful authority; 2.1.4. assaulting, threatening, intimidating, harassing or harmirng any employee, contractor, supplier 
or any other person travelling to or from the mine; 2.1.5. damaging, destroying or tampering with any property or infrastructure of the 
Applicant, or any water or other essential infrastructure serving the mine and the surrounding communities, including the Magalies Water 
infrastructure; 2.1.6. demanding any money, employment or other benefit from the Applicant by means of threats, violence or other unlawful 
conduct; 2.1.7. inciting, encouraging or procuring any other person to commit any act referred to in paragraphs 2.1.1 to 2.1.6 above; 2.1 .8. 
coming within 100 metres of any entrance to, or access road of, the mine for any purpose referred to in paragraphs 2.1.1 to 2.1.6 above; 
2.2. The Fifth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Respondents are directed to take all lawful steps necessary to prevent, combat and investigate 
the unlawful conduct referred to in paragraph 2.1, to conduct regular patrols of the said roads and mine entrances so as to keep them free 
of obstruction and safe for use, and to take all lawful steps to maintain law and order in relation thereto. 2.3. The Seventh Respondent 
(alternatively the Fifth, Sixth and Eighth Respondents) shall provide such assistance as may reasonably be necessary to give effect to 
this order.

3. Pending the return day, paragraphs 2.1 to 2.3 of this Order shall operate as an interim interdict with immediate effect.
4. Nothing in this Order shall prohibit or restrain any peaceful and unarmed gathering, demonstration, picket or petition conducted lawfully 

and in compliance with the Regulation of Gatherings Act 205 of 1993.
5. The Sheriff of this Court, assisted where necessary by members of the South African Police Service, is authorised to take all reasonable 

steps necessary to enforce this Order.
6. Service of this Order shall constitute good and sufficient service if effected in any one or more of the following ways: 6.1. by the Sheriff 

upon any identified Respondent; 6.2. by email and by WhatsApp to the known cellular numbers of the First, Second and Third Respondents 
and of the leadership of the Sefikile Youth Forum, with a message (in English and Setswana) stating the existence, content and return 
day of this order and directing each recipient to bring it to the attention of the persons comprising the Fourth Respondent; 6.3. by affixing 
copies at prominent points at the mine entrances and at the Sefikile Community Hall, the Sefikile Library, the Sefikile Clinic and the Sefikile 
Tribal Authority; 6.4. by reading the order aloud by loudhailer, in English and Setswana, at the affected roads and mine entrances; 6.5. by 
publication in the Platinum Bushvelder; and 6.6. through the Sefikile Tribal Authority or the recognised community leadership of Sefikile.

7. Any Respondent may anticipate the return day on not less than 24 hours’ written notice to the Applicant.
8. The costs of Part A are reserved for determination on the return day. 
BY ORDER REGISTRAR OF THE HIGH COURT NORTH WEST DIVISION, MAFIKENG
Applicant’s counsel - Sunday Ogunronbi | 082 577 5655 | Sunday@maisels.co.za || Applicant’s attorneys: MV Ratshimbilani Inc | Mashudu@
mvrlaw.co.za | ivan@mvrlaw.co.za | tumelo@mvrlaw.co.za
ELECTRONICALLY SIGNED BY: Registrar of The High Court, North West Division, Mahikeng

KWA KGOTLA-KGOLO YA AFORIKA BORWA KGAOLO YA BOKONE BOPHIRIMA,
NOMORO YA KGETSI: 2026-185320

Mo kgannyeng e e fa gare ga: MOEPO wa PLATINUM wa SIYANDA BAKGATLA Mongongoregi / Moikopedi / Moikuedi, le, ONALENNA 
MATSHITSE, ERIC MONEGI, RAMONO RAKOMA, Go farologana batho ka bongwe, TONA YA SEPODISI, Mop Firoz Cachalia, 
wa POROFENSE MOKOMISINARE WA SETEISENE SA POL, MOLAODI MOGWASE POL, YUNITI YA BOPODISI YA THOLAMO YA 
SETŠHABA RU, Mosekisiwa / Moikarabedi
FA PELE GA MOTLOTLEGI, 01 Phatwe 2026, Mo kgannyeng e e fa gare ga: MOEPO wa POLATINAMO wa SIYANDA BAKGATLA 
(PTY) Moikopedi LTD, le, ONALENNA MATSHITSE Motsibogi wa Ntlha, ERIC MONEGI Moarabi wa Bobedi, RAMONO RAKOMA 
Moikarabedi wa boraro, BATHO BOTLHE KGOTSA DITLHOPHA TSA BATHO BONE KE MANG, E KA TSWA GO IKEMETSA 
KGOTSA MO MOARABEDING KAMANO LE MOARABI WA NTLHA KGOTSA MOTHO OPE YO MONGWE, MOTLANO BONE LE BA 
SE MOLAONG BOITSHWARO JO BO TLHALOSIWANG MO THEMO AFIDAFITI, E AKARETSANG GO THIBELA DITSELA TSA GO 
YA LE DIKGORELO TSA DITIRO TSA MOEPO TSA MOKOPI, TONA YA SEPODISI Moikarabedi wa botlhano, MOKOMISINARE WA 
PROFONSE WA Moikarabedi wa Borataro, MAPODISI, BOKONE BOPHIRIMA MOLAODI WA SETEISENE, MOGWASE Moikarabedi 
wa Bosupa SETEISENE sa MAPODISI, YUNITI YA BOPODISI YA THOLAMO YA SETŠHABA, Rustenburg, Moikarabedi wa Borobedi

OTARO YA TERAFITE
Go reetsa mmueledi wa Moikopedi le go buisa dipampiri tse di tsenngwang tsa rekoto, go laelwa gore:
1. Diforomo, tirelo le dipaka tsa nako tse di beilweng ke Melao e e Tshwanang ya Dikgotlatshekelo di tlogelwa mme kgang e reediwa jaaka 

e e potlakileng mo dipeelo tsa Molawana wa 6(12).
2. Go ntshiwa molao o o bitsang Baarabi go supa lebaka ka 2026 ka 10h00, kgotsa ka bonako fela morago ga moo jaaka kgang e ka reediwa, 

goreng taelo e e latelang e sa tshwanela go dirwa ya makgaolakgang: 2.1. Baarabi ba Ntlha go ya go ba Bone ba thibetswe le go thibelwa 
go: 2.1.1. go thibela, go kgoreletsa kgotsa go thibela (go akaretsa ka go baya, go tshuba kgotsa go tlhokomela sengwe le sengwe se se 
tukang kgotsa selo se sengwe mo tseleng), kgotsa mo selong sepe se sengwe tsela ya go thibela kgotsa go kgoreletsa phitlhelelo kgotsa 
go tswa mo Moepo wa mokopi o bapile, tsela ya selegae ya D96, tsela ya D533, ya kgaolo tsela ya R510, e gape e bidiwang Tsela e Kgolo 
ya Blackwell, ditsela tse di kopanang kwa kgolaganong ya Sefikile (maemelo a ditsela tse nne) le ditsela le matseno e e tshwantshitsweng 
mo mmapeng o o mametleletsweng fano jaaka Mametlelelo 1; 2.1.2. go thibela, go kgoreletsa kgotsa go tshwenya sejanaga sepe fela, 
modiri, rakonteraka kgotsa motlamedi go tswa mo go diriseng ditsela tseo go tsena kgotsa go tswa mo moepong; 2.1.3. go tsena kgotsa 
go nna mo lefelong la meepo la Moikopedi kwa ntle ga taolo e e kafa molaong; 2.1.4. go tlhasela, go tshosetsa, go tshosa, go tshwenya 
kgotsa go gobatsa mongwe le mongwe modiri, rakonteraka, motlamedi kgotsa motho mongwe le mongwe yo o tsamayang go ya kgotsa go 
tswa moepo; 2.1.5. go senya, go senya kgotsa go fetola thoto epe kgotsa mafaratlhatlha a Moikopedi, kgotsa metsi kgotsa mafaratlhatlha 
a mangwe a a botlhokwa a a direlang moepo le baagi ba ba mo tikologong, go akaretsa le Metsi a Magalies mafaratlhatlha; 2.1.6. go 
batla madi ape, tiro kgotsa dipoelo tse dingwe go tswa go Moikopedi ka go dirisa matshosetsi, tirisodikgoka kgotsa maitsholo a mangwe 
a a seng ka fa molaong; 2.1.7. go tlhotlheletsa, go rotloetsa kgotsa go dira gore motho ope yo mongwe a dire tiro nngwe e e kailweng 
mo ditemaneng 2.1.1 go ya go 2.1.6 fa godimo; 2.1.8. go tla mo dimitara di le 100 tsa botseno bongwe le bongwe jwa, kgotsa tsela ya go 
tsena mo moepong ka ntlha nngwe le nngwe e e umakilweng mo ditemaneng 2.1.1 go ya go 2.1.6 fa godimo; 2.2. Baarabi ba Botlhano, 
Borataro, Bosupa le Borobedi ba laelwa go tsaya dikgato tsa semolao tse di tlhokegang go thibela, go lwantsha le go batlisisa tse di seng 
ka fa molaong boitshwaro jo bo umakilweng mo temaneng ya 2.1, go diradipatrolo tsa ka metlha tsa ditsela tse di boletsweng le dikgoro 
tsa meepo gore di nne di se na dikgoreletsi le go babalesega go ka dirisiwa, le go tsaya dikgato tsotlhe tse di kafa molaong go tshegetsa 
molao le tolamo mo kamano le yone. 2.3. Moarabi wa Bosupa (kgotsa wa Botlhano, wa Borataro le wa Borobedi Baarabi) ba tla tlamela ka 
thuso e e ka kgonegang e e tlhokegang go dira gore taelo eno e dire.

3. Go letilwe letsatsi la go busetsa, ditemana 2.1 go ya go 2.3 tsa Taelo e di tla dira jaaka thibelo ya nakwana e e simololang go dira ka 
bonako.

4. Ga go sepe mo Taelong e se se tla thibelang kgotsa se thibelang ope yo o nang le kagiso le yo o sa tlhomelang kokoano, ditshupetso, 
phikete kgotsa boikuelo jo bo dirilweng ka fa molaong le mo go ikobela Molao wa Taolo ya Dikokoano wa 205 wa 1993.

5. Sheriff wa Kgotlatshekelo eno, a thusiwa fa go tlhokegang ke maloko a Tirelo ya Sepodisi sa Aforika Borwa, e letleletswe go tsaya dikgato 
tsotlhe tse di utlwalang e e tlhokegang go diragatsa Taelo e.

6. Tirelo ya Taelo e e tla bopa tirelo e e siameng le e e lekaneng fa e diragadiwa ka nngwe kgotsa go feta ya ditsela tse di latelang: 6.1. 
ke Sheriff mo Moikarabeding mongwe le mongwe yo o supilweng; 6.2. ka imeile le ka WhatsApp go dinomoro tse di itsegeng tsa disele 
tsa Ntlha, Baarabi ba Bobedi le ba Boraro le ba boeteledipele jwa Sefikile Foramo ya Bašwa, ka molaetsa (ka Sekgowa le Setswana) o 
o tlhalosang ka go nna teng, diteng le letsatsi la go boela ga otara eno le go kaela nngwe le nngwe moamogedi go e itsise batho ba ba 
bopang Lekgotla la Bone Moarabi; 6.3. ka go kgomaretsa dikhopi mo mafelong a a bonalang sentle kwa dikgorong tsa moepo le kwa Holo 
ya Baagi ya Sefikile, Laeborari ya Sefikile, Tleliniki ya Sefikile le Bothati jwa Morafe wa Sefikile; 6.4. ka go buisetsa tatelano kwa godimo ka 
loudhailer, ka Seesemane le Setswana, kwa ditsela tse di amegang le dikgoro tsa meepo; 6.5. ka go gatisiwa mo Bushvelder ya Platinum; 
le 6.6. ka Bothati jwa Morafe wa Sefikile kgotsa morafe o o amogelwang boeteledipele jwa ga Sefikile.

7. Moikarabedi mongwe le mongwe a ka lebelela pele letsatsi la go boela mo nakong e e seng kwa tlase ga diura di le 24’. kitsiso e e 
kwadilweng go Mokopi.

8. Ditshenyegelo tsa Karolo A di beetswe go tlhomamisiwa ka letsatsi la go busetsa.
KA OTARO MOKWADISI WA Kgotlatshekelokgolo NORTH WEST DIVISION, MAFIKENG
Mmueledi wa mokopi - Sontaga Ogunronbi | 082 577 5655 | Sontaga@maisels.co.za || Babueledi ba mokopi MV Ratshimbilani Inc | 
Mashudu@mvrlaw.co.za, ivan@mvrmolao.kho.za, Tumelo@mvrlaw.co.za
E SAENWE KA ELEKETERONIKI KE: Mokwadisi wa, Kgotlatshekelokgolo, Kgaolo ya Bokone Bophirima, Mahikeng

 NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION AND BASIC ASSESSMENT (BA) PROCESS: 
PROPOSED SIYANDA PETROPORT AND TRUCK STOP, THABAZIMBI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

(LEDET Ref: 12/1/9/1-W319 – Application Resubmission)
Makhulu Store (Pty) Ltd is reapplying for environmental authorisation to the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, 
Environment and Tourism (LEDET) to develop the Siyanda Petroport and Truck Stop on the Portion 7 (a portion of portion 
1) (Uitzicht West), Farm Gouvernements Plaats 417-KQ, next to the R510 Northam-Thabazimbi Road. The property is 10km 
north of Northam near Amandelbult.  GPS coordinates: S 24°51’52.70” E 27°17’47.54”.
The proposed development will span approximately 6 hectares and will include a filling station with a canopy-covered 
forecourt and associated ancillary facilities. The site will also feature a retail centre, a truck stop with a dedicated diesel island 
and accommodation, as well as a tyre shop, workshop, wash bay, and designated parking areas for both trucks and cars. 
Access will be via a new service road from the R510.  The facility will have a total fuel storage capacity of 184 m3.  

 LEGISLATION:  The project involves listed activities scheduled under the 2014 EIA Regulations (GN R. 326, as 
amended), specifically GN R. 327 (Activities 14, 27, 56) and GN. R. 324 (Activities 4 and 6) published under the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998), EIA Regulations of 2014 (GN R. 326, as amended). These relate 
to storage of dangerous goods, vegetation clearance, the access road and overnight facilities requiring application for 
environmental authorisation to LEDET, through a Basic Assessment (BA) process.
A Water Use Licence will also be required from the Department of Water and Sanitation under the National Water Act (Act 
36 of 1998). This applies to specific water use Section 21(g) (oil water separator, oil trap, sump, truck wash bay, sewage 
treatment package plant).
Conserva Environmental Management Services (CEMS) has been appointed as the independent environmental assessment 
practitioner (EAP) to manage the application and public participation process.

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS:  The Draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) has been re-issued with minor 
revisions as part of the resubmission process. The updated report is available for a 30-days public review and comment 
period from Monday, 17 August to Tuesday, 15 September 2026. A digital copy of the BAR and supporting appendices 
may be requested from the EAP. A printed copy is available for public inspection at:
•  Northam Public Library, 313 Tungsten Street, Northam 
Members of the public wishing to register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and submit comments are invited to 
provide their name, contact details, interest in the project, and written comments to:
CEMS - Contact: Marissa Botha,  084 226 5584  conserva-ems@outlook.com

 Deadline for registration and comment submission:  15 September 2026.
Only registered I&APs will receive future updates.

DMRE REF NUMBER: LP/30/5/1/3/2/13136MP 
AUGUST 2026

Notice of Environmental Authorisation Application in 
terms of the National Environmental Management 
Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) as amended; and the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations and the 
National Environmental Management Waste Act, 2008 
in respect of listed activities that have been triggered 
by applications in terms of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act (MPRDA) as amended for 
lodged application for mining activities associated with 
Chrome, Iron, Platinum Group Metals and Vanadium ore 
on a portion of  Portion 21 of the Farm Zwartkop 369 KQ 
in Northem within the Magisterial District of Thabazimbi, 
Limpopo Province.
Applicant Name: Tiro Africa Group (Pty) Ltd
Location of Sites: proposed site is situated 30 kilometres 
southwest of Thabazimbi town and 20 kilometres northeast 
of Northam along the Thabazimbi-Rustenburg Road.
Proposed Activity: The proposed mining activities and 
prospecting activities are within 5ha of the affected farm 
portions respectively.
Listed Activity/ Triggers Applied for: Government 
Notice, No. R. 327, April 2017 (LN1)-Activity 20, 21,27 and 
R324 (LN3) Activity 12
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES ARE INVITED 
TO REGISTER AND COMMENT ON THE DRAFT BASIC 
ASSESSMENT REPORT TO BE PLACED AT NORTHAM 
PUBLIC LIBRARY FOR A PERIOD OF 30 DAYS 
ELECTRONIC COPIES ARE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
Enquiries: Ms Nkosi Cell: 068 956 2850
Email: admin@thevhasustainableservices.co.za

RE-NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION PROCESS

A knobkierie seized by police 
during the investigation into 
the violence and looting in 
Northam.

Fifty rounds of live 
ammunition allegedly found 
in the suspect’s possession 
during the Thabazimbi 
police operation.

Rolled copper cables 
seized by police after 
a 31-year-old man was 
stopped and searched in 
Thabazimbi.
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R50,000 
Explosives Bust 
in Thabazimbi
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Thabazimbi 
– An intelligence-driven police operation has taken 
dangerous explosives worth an estimated R50,000 
off the streets of Thabazimbi.

A 32-year-old suspect was arrested on Wednesday, 
5 August 2026, after Thabazimbi Detective Service 
members acted on information received from 
Rustenburg Detectives. The suspect was allegedly 
in possession of explosives and attempting to sell 
them in Thabazimbi.
According to SAPS spokesperson colonel Malesela 
Ledwaba, police followed up on the information 
and proceeded to an identified address, where 
they allegedly found the suspect attempting to sell 
the explosives. Officers recovered a white plastic 
shopping bag containing explosives valued at 
approximately R50,000. The Modimolle Explosives 
Unit and Thabazimbi Local Criminal Record Centre 

were called to process the scene. The suspect was 
arrested for allegedly contravening the Explosives 
Act and remained in police custody pending his 
court appearance.
Police are investigating the origin of the explosives 
and whether they could be linked to other criminal 
activities, including illegal mining or other serious 
offences.

Limpopo provincial commissioner lieutenant 
general Jan Scheepers praised the officers 
involved for their swift response and cooperation, 
saying the seizure had prevented a potentially 
serious threat to public safety.

Smoke clears as Northam Landfill 
fire is brought under control
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam – Relief followed days 
of heavy smoke in Northam after a fire at the local landfill site affected 
residents and raised concerns about the impact on the surrounding 
community and environment.
On Friday, 7 August 2026, Thabazimbi Local Municipality municipal 
manager Gopolang Letsoalo, accompanied by municipal officials, 
inspected the Northam Landfill Site following the recent fire outbreak. 
According to the municipality, the inspection was conducted to assess 
the extent of the fire and determine what immediate interventions were 
required. The thick smoke caused considerable discomfort for Northam 
residents, particularly those living near the landfill site.
The municipality said an action plan would be rolled out as soon as 
possible to address the situation and mitigate its impact on residents 
and the environment. Residents and affected stakeholders were thanked 
for their patience and understanding, with the municipality indicating that 
further updates would be communicated as progress is made.

R510 UPGRADE BACK ON TRACK
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | Northam – For motorists and 
communities who have long feared travelling the dangerous R510, there 
is finally welcome news: construction on the unfinished national road is 
set to resume. The South African National Roads Agency SOC Limited 
(SANRAL) announced on 4 August 2026 that construction will resume 
on the R510 from the North West/Limpopo provincial border, through 
Northam, to Bierspruit. The project has been standing unfinished since 
the previous contractor abandoned the site in late 2024. For communities 
along this busy route, where serious and fatal crashes have caused 
immense heartache over the years, the announcement brings renewed 
hope that a safer road is finally on the way.
A new contract, valued at R339 million, has been awarded to Lebaka 
Construction, with Mariswe (Pty) Ltd appointed as the supervision 
consultant. A two-month mobilisation period began in August and will 
continue until the end of September, during which planning and initial 
training of local labour and small, medium and micro enterprises 
(SMMEs) will take place. Construction is scheduled to begin in October 
2026, with completion anticipated by 30 November 2027.
SANRAL Limpopo provincial head Madoda Mthembu said the work will 
include major capacity and safety improvements, including passing and 
climbing lanes, surfaced shoulders, drainage structures and a four-lane 
cross-section on both approaches to Northam. For residents who have 
watched the R510 deteriorate and have mourned lives lost on this road, 
the return of construction cannot come soon enough.

Another delay 
in long-running 
Child Assault 

Trial
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper | 
Thabazimbi – The long-running child assault 
case involving Ria Oberholzer, Petrus Oelofse 
and Jesica Hull has been postponed yet again, 
with the matter now scheduled to continue on 
27 August 2026 for further trial.
The case first went to trial in March 2024 
and has since been marked by numerous 
postponements. It was most recently 
scheduled to continue on 4 August 2026, but 
another delay means the proceedings will 
now stretch further into 2026.
All three accused 
remain out on bail. 
They face serious 
charges, including 
sexual assault, 
child neglect, and 
assault with intent 
to cause grievous 
bodily harm.
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Or do you not know that 
your body is the temple 
of the Holy Spirit who is 
in you, whom you have 
from God, and you are 
not your own? For you 
were bought at a price; 
therefore glorify God 
in your body and 
in your spirit, 
which are 
God’s.

NEW KING JAMES VERSION (NKJV)

1 CORINTHIANS 6:19-20

PUBLIC POLL: THE RESULTS ARE IN!
Do you think today’s children are less 
intelligent than previous generations?

Research suggests that rising IQ scores have slowed or even declined in some countries. Experts point to factors such as 
screen time, reading habits, education and lifestyle… but opinions differ. Do you believe today’s children are becoming less 

intelligent, or are they simply developing different skills?

Do you think today’s children are less intelligent 
than previous generations?

HAVE YOUR SAY

“Yes. I think children 
today may seem 
less intelligent in 

certain areas because 
technology makes life 
easier. They often rely 
on phones, tablets and 
other devices instead 
of solving problems 

independently or 
learning how to do 

things for themselves.”

Yuné Meyer, 
Thabazimbi

“No. Previous 
generations relied on 
letters and telephone 

booths; today, everything 
is a click away. Even 
babies can video-call 

their grandparents! But 
having smartphones 

and the internet doesn’t 
automatically make 
someone smarter — 
what matters is how 
technology is used.”

Kabelo Senyolo, 
Thabazimbi 

NO 76% YES 24%

SOULFOOD

AFTER 64 YEARS, PRONUTRO CHANGED… 
For generations, the familiar taste of ProNutro was part of 
South African breakfast tables. The cereal was launched 
in South Africa in 1962 – an incredible 64 years ago! In 
2026, however, ProNutro underwent a major reformulation. 
Manufacturer PepsiCo introduced its “New Generation 
ProNutro”, with a different 
taste and texture and 45% 
less total sugar than the 
previous recipe. While 
ProNutro itself is still sold in 
South Africa, the previous 
recipe has been retired – 
bringing an end to a familiar 
version of a breakfast staple 
that generations of South 
Africans grew up with.

Thabazimbi Doppermark  
Saterdag, 5 September 2026 

 
Kom kuier saam by die Doppermark! Alle entrepreneurs is welkom om hul produkte uit te stal – van handwerk, klere en 

geskenke tot plante en ander plaaslike lekkertes. Stalletjies is gratis; die kerk vra slegs ’n donasie uit die dag se verkope. 
Kos om daar te eet en rou vleis word uitgesluit. Kom ondersteun plaaslike entrepreneurs en geniet ’n gesellige oggend vol 

verskeidenheid! Plek: Gereformeerde Kerk Thabazimbim | Tyd: 08:00 toy 13:00 | Kontak: Marthie – 082 823 0808

Bushveld Bundu Bash 2026   
Saturday, 5 September 2026 

 
Get ready for an unforgettable day of outdoor adventure at the Bushveld Bundu Bash! Hosted by Laerskool Van 

Wykskraal, this exciting event combines three thrilling disciplines – trail running, mountain biking, and off-road motorbikes 
– in the heart of the beautiful bushveld. Whether you’re racing, riding, or cheering from the sidelines, expect challenging 

routes, stunning scenery, and a fun-filled atmosphere for the whole family. 
Venue: Laerskool Van Wykskraal | Enter online: https://tinyurl.com/BunduBash26

Do you want the old 
ProNutro back?
After more than six decades on South African breakfast 
tables, ProNutro underwent a major reformulation in 2026. 
The new recipe brought changes to its familiar taste and 
texture – and not everyone is convinced! Would you like 
the old ProNutro back?

Here’s how you can participate.  
Email us at news@platinumbushvelder.co.za  
or WhatsApp your response to 081 579 7000. 
Include the following:
•	 Your answer: Yes or No
•	 Why? We want to hear from you!    
•	 A recent photo – We’d love to publish your pic 

alongside your answer!
•	 Your town/city 
•	 Deadline – Be sure to send your response before 12:00 

on Monday, 17 August 2026.

Vote results: The outcome of the poll will be featured in 
our next issue. Be a part of our community’s story!

P.S.: Don’t forget, you can also voice your opinion on our 
Facebook post about this topic.  

Join the conversation!

POLL

DANGER IN A SHOPPING BAG | Police recovered explosives 
valued at approximately R50,000 from this white plastic bag during 
an intelligence-driven operation in Thabazimbi.

The fire at the Northam Landfill Site has been extinguished following an outbreak that blanketed 
parts of Northam in heavy smoke.

A ROAD FEARED BY MANY… 
The dangerous R510 has long 
been a source of concern for 
motorists and surrounding 
communities. SANRAL’s 
announcement that the 
unfinished upgrade will resume 
has brought renewed hope for a 
safer journey through Northam.
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Wild at Heart, 
Brave by Nature!
Platinum Bushvelder newspaper 
| Thabazimbi – Marakele National 
Park paid tribute to the courage 
and dedication of its rangers during 
World Ranger Day on Friday, 31 
July 2026. The day highlighted the 
vital role rangers play in protecting 
South Africa’s biodiversity, 
combating wildlife crime and 
safeguarding protected areas for 
future generations.

As part of the celebrations, the Department of 
Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), 
through the GEF-7 programme, donated essential 
operational equipment to support rangers in 
the field. The equipment included first aid kits, 

binoculars, torches, field radios, 
sleeping bags, uniforms and other 
field gear. 
The donation will help rangers 
carry out their demanding duties 
more safely and effectively.

“Being a ranger is not a job, it’s a 
calling. Thank you for your service 
and dedication,” said Marakele 
National Park manager Koketso 
Kotsoe.

’n Nuwe Yster aan HFM se stuur!

Get the Platinum Bushvelder directly on your phone.

WhatsApp                                   to subscribe today! Jou Gratis Gemeenskapskoerant    |   Your Free Community Newspaper 

25 000 newspapers per week

FREE

0818211332

Marakele National Park 
manager Koketso Kotsoe 

received essential 
operational equipment from 
DFFE GEF-7 Pillar 1 Project 
manager Wayne Erlank in 

support of the park’s rangers.

Marakele National Park rangers stood proudly in formation during inspection and drills as part of the World Ranger Day celebrations.

Mnr. Anton du Plessis saam met sy vrou, Wilma, wat saam met hom ’n 
nuwe hoofstuk in Thabazimbi aanpak.

Platinum Bushvelder koerant | Thabazimbi – ’n 
Nuwe hoofstuk het by die Hoërskool Frikkie Meyer 
(HFM) begin met die aanstelling van mnr. Anton 
du Plessis as die skool se nuwe hoof. Hy het op 
1 Julie 2026 amptelik die leisels oorgeneem en 
bring meer as drie dekades se onderwyservaring 
én diep Bosveld-wortels saam met hom.
Du Plessis, wat op Swartklip grootgeword 
het, is die sewende amptelike hoof in HFM se 
geskiedenis. Die skool was sedert 1 Mei 2025 
sonder ’n permanente hoof, met me. Marie 
Boshoff wat gedurende dié tyd as waarnemende 
hoof diens gedoen het.
Sy loopbaan in die onderwys het in 1992 by 
Laerskool Bosveld in Ellisras begin. Daarna 
het hy onder meer by Laerskool Unitas gedien, 
was hy van 2006 tot 2017 hoof van Laerskool 

Ellisras en het hy in 2018 die leisels by Hoërskool 
Nylstroom oorgeneem, waar hy tot vanjaar as 
hoof gedien het.
Vir Du Plessis is sy nuwe pos ook ’n terugkeer 
na ’n deel van die land wat hy nog altyd as tuiste 
beskou het. Hy en sy vrou, Wilma, is sedert 1993 
getroud en het twee dogters, Lu-Marie Theron 
en Anélia Breytenbach. Die egpaar is ook trotse 
grootouers.
Du Plessis se visie vir HFM fokus sterk 
op samewerking, respek, dissipline en 
deursettingsvermoë. Hy wil graag voortbou op die 
besondere gemeenskapsgees waarvoor HFM en 
Thabazimbi bekend is.
“Ons wil saam met die gemeenskap, myne, 
toerisme en die sakesektor hande vat. 
Ons wil ’n kultuur van respek, dissipline en 
deursettingsvermoë skep en ’n suksesvolle en 
verantwoordelike verhouding tussen die skool en 
die gemeenskap bevorder,” sê hy.
Sy aankoms is met groot geesdrif deur personeel 
en leerders begroet, met die skool wat die derde 
kwartaal as die begin van ’n nuwe era beskryf. 

Mnr. Anton du Plessis (links), HFM se nuwe skoolhoof, 
saam met voormalige hoof mnr. Colin Campbell tydens die 
verwelkomingseremonie op 31 Julie 2026.

“Die personeel en leerders is dankbaar en baie 
opgewonde om ’n leier te hê wat gaan voor stap 
en om deel van hierdie nuwe hoofstuk te wees.”
Met sy Bosveld-wortels, jarelange ervaring en ’n 
duidelike visie vir die toekoms, staan Du Plessis 
nou aan die stuur van een van Thabazimbi se 
trotse bakens. Die gemeenskap wens hom en 
Wilma hartlik welkom – en mag hy sommer gou ’n 
ware Frikkie én Yster word!
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